
There are endless situations in our lives where we need to decide “do I do it myself or hire a professional?”  
From home renovations and automobile maintenance to organizing a wedding, it is something that we often 
evaluate. Before a decision is made, there is usually a multitude of factors that are considered. Cost and 
convenience are usually two of the biggest deciding factors, however, there are a third and fourth “c” that  
are arguably the most important – comfort and competence. What you choose to undertake yourself and  
what you choose to hire a professional for mostly depends on your comfort and competence level with the 
task. These same dynamics are also at play when it comes to investing.

TD ETFs +         10 Minutes  
= Confident Investing

A tale of two investors   
Different paths to the same desired destination 

Do-it-yourself (DIY) investing or leaving it to the experts
When it comes to investing, comfort level and 
competence most often dictate whether someone  
will choose to manage their own investment portfolios 
or leave it to a financial professional. 

When you take a DIY approach to investing, you are 
taking on all the work. You need to determine what 
type of assets to include (stocks, bonds, cash) and 
more importantly, what mix of these investments to 
have, which determines how much risk you take on. 
Moreover, once you determine the mix, you need to 
figure out specifically which stocks and bonds to buy. 
Or which mutual funds or ETFs to invest in. 

For some, this is something that they are willing to  
take on and within their comfort and knowledge level.  
For many others however, this is a daunting task and 
they would rather invest in a professionally managed 
portfolio where the appropriate combination of 
investments is provided in a turn-key or “one-click” 
solution to match their risk tolerance and investment 
goals. There are also some investors that are on the 
cusp of both paths and approaches to investing.
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To help paint a picture of what a typical hands-off or DIY investor may look like, we have created an example of 
two different investors - Hands-off Helen and DIY Dave. Their personalities can help provide examples of some of 
the characteristic differences between a hands-off and a DIY investor.

Bio 

A young professional who has  
been working for the last six years.  
Together with her husband, Helen  
rents a condo in the city and has 
started to build some savings with  
her stable income. 

Dave is married with two kids under the 
age of 6. After working as an accountant 
for a big firm, he started building his own 
business and enjoys being able to provide 
for his family and is the primary financial 
decision-maker. 

Views about 
investing

• Financial decisions are made 
collaboratively with her husband

• Has a need to feel more on top of 
things and be in control

• Has most of her money in a savings 
account and mutual funds held 
through a Group RSP with her 
employer

• Doesn’t have a lot of experience 
with investing, but thinks there is 
more she could be doing

• Believes slow and steady wins  
the race; the key is being invested over 
the long run, not looking for the next 
home run

• Learned that investing doesn’t need to be 
complicated or time-consuming

• Believes maintaining a core portfolio of 
ETFs is the best way to invest

• More focused on building wealth to 
achieve long-term goals, rather than 
spending in the short term

Barriers with 
investing

• Not sure where to start

• Overwhelmed by choices  
and perceived effort required

• Balancing short- and long-term 
goals

• Doesn’t fully understand the fees 
associated with her investments but 
believes they may be high

• Punitive trading costs for investing and 
rebalancing (cost aware) 

• Overly complex research tools; knows 
which ETFs he wants, and doesn’t see the 
value in these services

• Spending too much of his time 
researching investment options 

Possible Investing 
method/solution

All-in-one managed  
ETF portfolio solution

DIY portfolio built and managed by himself.  
A portfolio of ETFs

Investment 
options TD One-Click ETF Portfolios A wide Range of TD ETFs

For Dave, TD Asset Management Inc. (TDAM) offers access to one of the broadest investment offerings in Canada, 
offering plenty of different ways to invest, including a wide variety of differentiated ETF solutions. Here, he can 
decide which ETFs he feels he wants to invest in and the right balance of each. For Helen, there are great new 
options for her to choose from - TD One-Click ETF Portfolios.

Hands-off Helen  
The goal-oriented  
novice investor

DIY Dave  
The more experienced  
ETF Investor 
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TD One-Click ETF Portfolios
TDAM recently launched a new set of all-in-one portfolio 
solutions for investors, which can be a great option for 
the hands-off investor type like Helen. TD One-Click ETF 
Portfolios are all-in-one optimized portfolio solutions 
that are designed to simplify investing by providing 
three diversified options (conservative, moderate 
and aggressive), backed by the benefits of strategic 
management from a tenured Asset Allocation Team,  
at an attractive management fee.

The portfolios invest in a strategic mix of broad 
market index ETFs (AKA “Passive ETFs”, these ETFs try 
to replicate the returns of a large index, such as the 
S&P/TSX Composite Index, which can be seen as the 
“Canadian Market”) to provide low cost diversification. 

Combined with actively managed ETFs (active ETFs on 
the other hand, seek to outperform or beat a specified 
benchmark or index by allowing the professional 
managers to make investment decisions actively) in key 
areas where we expect an active approach to have the 
greatest impact. 

TD One-Click ETF Portfolios are focused primarily on 
Canada, U.S., Europe and Japan (i.e. developed markets) 
and each include approximately 9-14 TD ETFs including 
mix of different active fixed income and equity TD ETFs. 

The portfolios also utilize a robust multi-asset (multiple 
assets such as stocks, bonds, cash, or alternative 
investments like real estate and infrastructure)  
investment process that leverages the expertise and 
strong track record of TDAM’s Asset Allocation Team with 
collaboration from the underlying Portfolio Managers 
and TDAM’s research teams.

The teams work in parallel to combine thematic research 
and proprietary analytics, across multiple different 
industries to determine an optimal portfolio construction.  
This helps clients become well diversified across asset 
classes and exposures, and helps investors build wealth 
over the long term. 

Benefits of the new TD One-Click ETF Portfolios

Convenience

TD One-Click ETF Portfolios  
are a simple and efficient way 
to build a diversified portfolio. 
Saving you time and money 
compared to building a  
portfolio on your own. 

Choice

With 3 unique portfolios 
available, TD One-Click ETF 
Portfolios let investors choose 
a portfolio that matches their 
risk tolerance, time horizon and 
return objectives.

Professional 
Management

TDAM’s Asset Allocation Team 
will continuously monitor and 
rebalance TD One-Click ETF 
Portfolios to their strategic 
weights to help ensure client 
portfolios stay within their risk 
parameters. 

Benefits
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Determining your path
The decision to be a DIY investor or invest in a solution that’s created around a specific risk profile isn’t cut 
and dry. But in the end, it boils down to two key factors: comfort and competence. 

Fortunately for investors, TDAM has solutions for both hands-off and DIY approaches. Whether through our 
new TD One-Click ETF Portfolios and/or our robust lineup of individual ETF solutions, we have options for all 
types of investors.
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(0920)

Connect with TD Asset Management

Invest

The information contained herein has been provided by TD Asset Management Inc. and is for information purposes only. The information has been drawn 
from sources believed to be reliable. The information does not provide financial, legal, tax or investment advice. Particular investment, tax, or trading 
strategies should be evaluated relative to each individual’s objectives and risk tolerance. Commissions, management fees and expenses all may be 
associated with mutual fund and/or exchange- traded fund (“ETF”) investments (collectively, “the Funds”). Trailing commissions may be associated with 
mutual fund investments. ETF units are bought and sold at market price on a stock exchange and brokerage commissions will reduce returns. Please read 
the fund facts or summary documents and the prospectus, which contain detailed investment information, before investing in the Funds. The Funds are not 
covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or by any other government deposit insurer and are not guaranteed or insured. Their values change 
frequently. There can be no assurances that a money market fund will be able to maintain its net asset value per unit at a constant amount or that the full 
amount of your investment will be returned to you. Past performance may not be repeated. TD ETFs are managed by TD Asset Management Inc., a wholly-
owned subsidiary of The Toronto- Dominion Bank. ® The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

To see what ETF options are available to you, take a look at our  
ETF Product Guide, found at our website TD.com/ETFs.

New to Investing?  Here are ways to invest in ETFs with TD
 • On your own with TD Direct Investing
 • Professional Advice, with a TD Advisor

Find out more at TD.com/ca/en/investing.

Already Investing? Contact your investment professional,  
or look for our tickers wherever you invest!

https://ca.linkedin.com/showcase/tdassetmanagement
https://twitter.com/TDAM_Canada
https://www.td.com/ca/en/asset-management/
https://www.tdadvisor.com/document/PDF/news-insight/TD_ETF_Product_Brochure-en.pdf
https://www.td.com/etfs
https://www.td.com/ca/en/investing/
https://www.td.com/ca/en/asset-management/funds/solutions/etfs/

